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The Tomb-Sweeping Day is a major Chinese holiday.

As we know, we Chinese will clean up our ancestors tombs on that day.

Besides, it is customary that we go on an outing and fly a Kkite.
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In the South of China(including Taiwan), the Land Deity needs to be worshipped
before the cleanup of the ancestors’ tombs. In the course of worshipping rituals,
paper money is burned, fish, pork, chicken, grass jelly cakes, and duck eggs are used.

And the stuffed spring roll is also a common snacKk.
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Of course, the ways to celebrate the Tomb-Sweeping Day vary from place to place.
For instance, willow branches are hung on the doors in many places. In Shanxi,
people traditionally fix up their houses on that day.

The Cantonese use roast pigs to worship their ancestors.
In Hong Kong, there used to be a custom of burning up the weeds around their ancestors’ tombs.
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In the Chinese community, ancestral worshipping roughly has two meanings:

for the Chinese, ancestors have been divinized in a way.

So the meaning of ancestral worshipping lies in pleading for ancestors’ protection.
Moreover, it is carried out in the hope of enabling the ancestors to receive our blessings

( and the offerings burned to them).
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From the perspective of life, Chinese people believe that although their ancestors have passed
away, their lives still go on, and that the bondage of bloodline between individuals and them
has remained solid. So by taking good care of their ancestors (and their lives), individuals can

respect and treasure their lives.
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As my ancestors are fine,
I will be fine, too.
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In the other parts of Asia, including Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, and South Korea, the customs
of ancestral worshipping as well as their concepts of their ancestors are approximately the same
as Chinese people. Obviously, they are under the influence of the Chinese culture in this respect.
In Vietnam, their ancestral worshipping takes place on October 15 by the lunar calendar

(the Ghost Festival). In South Korea, it takes place on Mid-Autumn Festival.
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IIn Vw:tna.m, their ancestral In South Korea, it takes place on
worshipping takes place on MideAutumn Festival.
October 15 by the lunar

calendar(the Ghost Festival).
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The Tomb-Sweeping Day of the Japanese is their Bon Festival, which falls on July 15. And of
course, the ancestral worshipping rituals in these countries bear the signatures of the local
cultures. For instance, the Japanese use chrysanthemums (, which are symbolic of “nobility  in
their culture), and light a fire on the doorstep (In their culture, fire connotes “guidance’ ). And

the Koreans dance their culturally significant “mask dance.”
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chrysanthemum =nobility
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On the other hand, All Souls Day is celebrated in the Western Catholic countries. Falling on
November 2, it is based on the common Catholic belief that after people have passed away, their
souls will be suffering in the “purgatory.” And it is their living relatives’ blessings that will

enable to leave the purgatory for the heaven.
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On All Souls Day, Catholics will clean up their ancestors’ tombs, place flowers, holy water,

and food in front of them, and pray for their ancestors. In Ireland, children will visit their
neighbors, begging for cakes. In Hungary, poor people or beggars will be invited in for a feast.
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It should be noted that Western Catholics don’ t think of their ancestors as“gods,” nor do they
believe that their ancestors’ souls are connected with their lives by the bloodline. Basically,

they regard their ancestors as “the recipients of their blessings.”
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Blessings
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When the East meets the West, the key lies in “mutual respect.” It is most essential to interact
with each other from a transcultural perspective. Moreover, is it possible that Easterners deem
their ancestors as those like the “Catholic Saints,” while Westerners regard the Eastern ancestral
worshipping as a way of "honoring ? Could it be some kind of innovative thinking---??
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Ancestor =saints




